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Male victims
of family violence:

key statistics

Research from the 2016 ABS Personal
Safety Survey and Australian Institute
of Criminology shows that both men
and women in Australia experience
substantial levels of violence.

Males make up a significant proportion
of victims of family and sexual violence,
yet are excluded from government
anti-violence programs.

32 males were killed in domestic homicide
incidents between 2018-2019.
This equates to one death every 11 days.

XPERIENC E N C E  B NDE
The proportion of men experiencing current partner violence in the last 12 months between the 2005 and
2016 ABS Personal Safety Surveys rose I r e  than five-MI ( a  552% increase), while the proportion of men
experiencing emotional abuse from a current partner in the last 12 months nore than doublec
(a 223% increase).

Males
3.00

— 2.25

0
E 1 . 5 000
cl- 0 . 7 5

0c
2005 2 0 1 2

OCurrent partner violence
()Current partner emotional abuse

2016

( T h e  majority of men that experienced
intimate partner violence experienced
it by a female perpetrator (93.6%).
The remainder were in same-sex
relationships with male perpetrators*.
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DURING THE PERIOD 2018-2019
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

More than 1 in 3 victims of domestic homicide were male (38.1%)
•  •  •  •  •  •

More than 1 in 4 victims of intimate partner homicide were male (27.1 %)

* Some men may have experienced violence by both a male and female intimate partner.

•  •  •  •I  I  I •

}

For more information and research about male victims of family violence,
or for media comment visit www.oneinthree.com.au
If you are experiencing family violence, seek support, call MensLine Australia on 1300 78 99 78
Information has been sourced from the ABS and the AIC. Produced by the One in Three Campaign (oneinthree.com.au/infographicrefs)
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$OPRVW«�«LQ«�«persons who experienced violence from a previous partner were male (18.8%)****

$OPRVW«KDOI«the persons who experienced violence from a NQRZQ«SHUVRQ were male (45.5%)

$OPRVW«�«LQ«� persons who experienced violence from a current partner were male (39.9%)**

Over 1 in 3 persons who experienced violence from a ER\IULHQG�JLUOIULHQG«RU«GDWH were male (34.3%)***

Over 1 in 3 persons who experienced violence from an intimate partner were male (35.3%)

$OPRVW«�«LQ«�«persons who experienced violence from a FRKDELWLQJ«SDUWQHU were male (32.7%)

Male victims of family violence: key statistics
EXPERIENCE OF FAMILY VIOLENCE BY GENDER

DURING THE LAST 12 MONTHS*:

* Last 12 month data are better measures of current rates of violence than are lifetime data (”since the age of 15”), as lifetime data include incidents that happened many years ago. 

** Estimate has a Relative Standard Error (RSE) of 25.5% and should be used with caution due to the relatively small number of males surveyed by the ABS (34.8% of persons since the age of 15 were male with no RSE warning)

***Estimate has a Relative Standard Error (RSE) of 40.1% and should be used with caution due to the relatively small number of males surveyed by the ABS (20.0% of persons since the age of 15 were male with no RSE warning)

**** Estimate has a Relative Standard Error (RSE) of 26.7% and should be used with caution due to the relatively small number of males surveyed by the ABS (22.5% of persons since the age of 15 were male with no RSE warning)
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$OPRVW«KDOI«the persons who experienced emotional abuse by a partner were male (45.8%)

(47.7% of persons who experienced it by a current partner and 43.4% by a previous partner)

$OPRVW«KDOI«RI«WKHVH«PDOHV«experienced DQ[LHW\«RU«IHDU due to the emotional abuse (41.4% of males

who experienced current partner abuse and 43.1% of males who experienced previous partner abuse)

Male victims of family violence: key statistics
EXPERIENCE OF FAMILY VIOLENCE BY GENDER

DURING THE LAST 12 MONTHS*:

* Last 12 month data are better measures of current rates of violence than are lifetime data (”since the age of 15), as lifetime data include incidents that happened many years ago.

13.8% of men that experienced emotional abuse by a current partner had their partner GHSULYH«WKHP«RI«
basic needs such as food, shelter, sleep, or assistive aids, compared to 6.4% of women.

8.9% of men that experienced emotional abuse by a current partner had their partner WKUHDWHQ«WR«WDNH«
WKHLU««FKLOG�UHQ«DZD\«IURP«WKHP, compared to 4.6% of women.

10.1% of men that experienced current partner emotional abuse had their current partner NHHS«WUDFN«RI«
ZKHUH«WKH\«ZHUH«DQG«ZKR«WKH\«ZHUH«ZLWK, compared to 9.9% of women.

)RU«PRUH«LQIRUPDWLRQ«DQG«UHVHDUFK«DERXW«PDOH«YLFWLPV«RI«IDPLO\«YLROHQFH�«
RU«IRU«PHGLD«FRPPHQW«YLVLW«ZZZ�RQHLQWKUHH�FRP�DX

,I«\RX«DUH«H[SHULHQFLQJ«IDPLO\«YLROHQFH�«VHHN«VXSSRUW�«FDOO«0HQV/LQH«$XVWUDOLD«RQ«����«��«��«��
Information has been sourced from the ABS and the AIC. Produced by the One in Three Campaign (oneinthree.com.au/infographicrefs)

38.5% of men that experienced emotional abuse by a previous partner had their partner lie to their 
FKLOG�UHQ«with the intent of turning them against them, compared to 25.1% of women.

7.3% of men that experienced emotional abuse by a current partner had their partner OLH«WR«RWKHU«IDPLO\«
members RU«IULHQGV with the intent of turning them against them, compared to 6.6% of women.
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7KH«ODUJHVW«FDWHJRU\«of increase in sexual harassment between 2012 and 2016 was in males
KDUDVVHG«E\«D«IHPDOH«SHUSHWUDWRU, which rose by a massive 67.5%. Females harassed by a male

perpetrator rose by 15% during the same period.

�«SHU«FHQW«of all males experienced violence compared to 4.7% of all females.
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Male victims of family violence: key statistics
EXPERIENCE OF FAMILY VIOLENCE BY GENDER

DURING THE LAST 12 MONTHS*:

* Last 12 month data are better measures of current rates of violence than are lifetime data (”since the age of 15”), as lifetime data include incidents that happened many years ago. 
** Proportions don’t add up to 100% because some respondents may have been sexually harassed by both a male and a female perpetrator.
*** Proportions don’t add up to 100% because some respondents may have been stalked by both a male and a female perpetrator
**** Estimate has a Relative Standard Error (RSE) of 25.0% and should be used with caution due to the relatively small number of males surveyed by the ABS (55.2% of males experienced sexual violence from a female
since the age of 15 with no RSE warning)

Over 1 in 3 persons who experienced VH[XDO«KDUDVVPHQW were male (34.0%). Most males

who experienced sexual harrassment were harassed by a female perpetrator (72.2% were

harassed by a female while 48.2% were harassed by a male**).

Over 1 in 3 persons who experienced VWDONLQJ were male (35.0%). Most males who experienced

stalking were stalked by a male perpetrator (68.9% were stalked by a male while 36.3% were

stalked by a female***).

$OPRVW«�«LQ«�«persons who experienced VH[XDO«DVVDXOW were male (28.4%). Most males who experienced 

sexual violence were assaulted or threatened by a female perpetrator (82.9%****).
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�«WR«�«WLPHV«more likely than women to have never told anybody* about experiencing

• Current partner violence

Male victims of family violence: key statistics
EXPERIENCE OF FAMILY VIOLENCE BY GENDER

MEN WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED PARTNER VIOLENCE ARE:

** Estimate has a Relative Standard Error (RSE) of 25.2% and should be used with caution due to the relatively small number of males surveyed by the ABS

* This data is taken from the 2012 ABS PSS, as it was not published in the 2016 ABS PSS.

• Previous partner violence

$URXQG«���«PRUH«OLNHO\«than women to have QHYHU«VRXJKW«DGYLFH«RU«VXSSRUW about experiencing

• Current partner violence

• Previous partner violence

$OPRVW«���«PRUH«OLNHO\«than women to have not contacted police about experiencing

• Current partner violence

• Previous partner violence

/HVV«WKDQ«KDOI«DV«OLNHO\«DV«ZRPHQ«to have had D«UHVWUDLQLQJ«RUGHU issued against the perpetrator of

• Previous partner violence
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�«LQ«�«persons who experienced SK\VLFDO«DQG�RU«VH[XDO abuse were male (40.1%)

Around 1 in 20 persons (4.5%) witnessed YLROHQFH«WRZDUGV«WKHLU«IDWKHU by a partner and more than 1 in 10 

persons (11.3%) witnessed YLROHQFH«WRZDUGV«WKHLU«PRWKHU by a partner.

Male victims of family violence: key statistics
EXPERIENCE OF FAMILY VIOLENCE BY GENDER

BEFORE THE AGE OF 15:

* Lifetime data (since the age of 15) is used here because the ABS didn’t publish data from the last 12 months.

While a greater percentage of males experienced violence from an intimate partner or family member of the 

same sex than did females, the majority of males experienced family violence SHUSHWUDWHG«E\«D«IHPDOH�«
The SHUSHWUDWRUV«RI«IDPLO\«YLROHQFH against males by gender, ranked in order of prevalence, were as follows:

9LROHQFH«VLQFH«WKH«DJH«RI«���«9LROHQFH«E\«UHODWLRQVKLS«WR«DQG«VH[«RI«SHUSHWUDWRU�«HVWLPDWH�«PDOHV«�Q�

SINCE THE AGE OF 15*:

Violence perpetrated by female previous partner

372,800

Violence perpetrated by father

258,000

Violence perpetrated by female current partner

164,900

Violence perpetrated by girlfriend or female date

151,700

Violence perpetrated by other relative or in-law (male)

145,600

Violence perpetrated by brother

94,400

Violence perpetrated by mother

76,800

Violence perpetrated by male intimate partner

60,500

Violence perpetrated by other relative or in-law (female)

37,200

)RU«PRUH«LQIRUPDWLRQ«DQG«UHVHDUFK«DERXW«PDOH«YLFWLPV«RI«IDPLO\«YLROHQFH�«
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